BACK ROOMS

By “back rooms” I mean the areas more
generally accepted as our outdoor rooms —
family rooms, eating nooks, recreation rooms,
entertaining rooms. These are the places
where we spend most of our outdoor leisure
time, and that’s fine. There is usually easier
access from the house to the back garden. It
is sometimes possible to combine forces with
your neighbour to create privacy, when it is a

mutually desired goal.

Patios, hot tubs, pathways, vegetable gar-
dens, swimming pools, sandboxes, swings,
playhouses, arbours, decks, trellises, sheds,
water features and anything else you want

can be located anywhere you want, with

some consideration.

Back to that old sun issue — you can always
create shade, but you cannot change the path of
the sun. This keeps coming up because it is
crucial to the success of your rooms.

Locate the sunniest spot you have as
close to the house as possible. That is the
most likely area for successful seating, eating,
whatever. Make it as big as possible. We use
available space. Outdoor rooms do not have
to be square. Use any shape you like, as long
as hallways are allowed for and curves or cor-

ners don't make the space too difficult to use.




[“No fences” make good neighbours too. If you get along with the grumps next door, you can design
planting beds that zigzag the property line. Both of you will have a wonderful view, just not of each

other, and the lawn wrapping around makes each garden appear bigger than it really is]






